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House of Representatives 
The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Friday, May 25, 2012, at 10 a.m. 

Senate 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 23, 2012 

The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable 
KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, a Senator from 
the State of New York. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, You have made all 
things well. Thank You for the light of 
day and the dark of night. Thank You 
for the glory of the sunlight, for the 
silver splendor of the Moon, and for the 
star-scattered sky. Thank You for the 
hills and the sea, for productive city 
streets, for the open road and the wind 
in our faces. Thank You for hands to 
work, eyes to see, ears to hear, minds 
to think, memories to remember, and 
hearts to love. 

Thank you also for our Senators and 
their families who strive to serve You 
and country. Bless them today with a 
special measure of Your wisdom, 
knowledge, and discernment. We pray 
in Your sacred Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-
BRAND led the Pledge of Allegiance, as 
follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 

to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. INOUYE). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, May 23, 2012. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable KIRSTEN E. GILLI-
BRAND, a Senator from the State of New 
York, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

DANIEL K. INOUYE, 
President pro tempore. 

Mrs. GILLIBRAND thereupon as-
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 
SAFETY AND INNOVATION ACT— 
MOTION TO PROCEED—Resumed 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I move 
to proceed to Calendar No. 400, S. 3187. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 400, S. 
3187, a bill to amend the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act to revise and extend the 
user-fee programs for prescription drugs and 
medical devices, to establish user-fee pro-
grams for generic drugs and biosimilars, and 
for other purposes. 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Madam President, we are 

now on the motion to proceed to the 
FDA user fees bill. Republicans control 
the first half hour, the majority the 
second half hour. We are working on an 
agreement to consider amendments to 
the FDA bill. We are close to being able 
to finalize that. We hope to get an 
agreement and avoid filing cloture on 
the bill. 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—S. 3220 
AND S. 3221 

Mr. REID. There are two bills at the 
desk due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the titles of 
the bills for the second time. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 3220) to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act of 1938 to provide more effec-
tive remedies to victims of discrimination in 
the payment of wages on the basis of sex, and 
for other purposes. 

A bill (S. 3221) to amend the National 
Labor Relations Act to permit employers to 
pay higher wages to their employees. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. REID. The Chair read for the sec-
ond time a couple of bills. I object to 
both of them. 
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